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GOD  AND  ETHER. 

A comparison  between  two  conceptions,  both  of 
which  are  incapable  of  proof  and  both  of  which  are 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  those  who  hold  them. 
These  conceptions  are — 

1.  The  Biblical  conception  of  God. 

2.  The  scientific  conception  of  ether. 

Those  who  believe  in  the  existence  of  a God  regard  those  who  do 
not  as  fools.  “ The  fool  hath  said  in  his  heart  there  is  no  God.” 
(Psalm  liii.  v.  i.) 

Any  man  who  should  attempt  to  discuss  the  phenomena  of  light, 
heat,  or  electricity,  without  assuming  the  existence  of  ether,  would 
be  regarded  as  a fool  by  most  scientists. 

The  qualities  involved  in  these  conceptions  are  almost  identical. 

In  thinking  of  God,  our  conceptions  tend  unconsciously  to  become 
anthropomorphic,  and  we  are  apt  to  think  of  him  either  as  a majestic 
King  seated  on  a throne  (Ezekiel  i.  26,  Rev.  iv.  3),  as  a white-haired 
man  of  imposing  appearance  (Rev.  i.  14),  or  as  an  old  man  of  kindly 
expression  assuming  the  attitude  of  a loving  Father,  as  shown  in  many 
paintings,  especially  of  the  Italian  schools. 

Yet  a moment’s  thought  shows  us  that  such  conceptions  are  quite 
inadequate,  and  do  not  correspond  either  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Bible  or  of  science.  Nor  do  they  agree  with  the  Articles  of  Religion 
contained  in  the  Prayer  Book  and  which  are  intended  to  express  the 
essentials  of  Christian  faith. 

According  to  these  articles  God  hath  neither  body,  parts  nor  passions. 
“ There  is  but  one  living  and  true  God,  everlasting,  without  body, 
parts,  or  passions.”  (Article  i.) 
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This  statement  is  exactly  what  a scientist  would  affirm  of  ether, 
but  the  correspondence  between  the  attributes  of  God  as  described  in 
the  Bible  and  of  ether  as  conceived  )ay  scientists  will  appear  clearer 
by  putting  them  in  parallel  tables,  and  will  perhaps  be  more  readily 
appreciated  by  reading  them  aloud. 

For  the  attributes  of  God,  the  Biblical  references  are  given,  the 
qualities  of  ether  are  to  be  found  in  every  text-book  of  physics. 


Ether 

God 

Attribute. 

Reference. 

is 

is 

Intangible 

God  is  a spirit.  (John  iv.  24.) 

Handle  me  and  see ; for  a spirit 
hath  not  flesh  and  bones  as  ye  see 
me  have.  (Luke  xxiv.  39.) 

is 

is 

Invisible 

Whom  no  man  hath  seen  nor  can 
see.  (Timothy  vi.  16.) 

is 

is 

All  Pervading 

In  whom  we  live,  in  whom  we 
move,  in  whom  we  have  our  being. 
(Acts  xvii.  28.) 

is 

is 

Infinite  and 
Omnipresent 

Am  I a God  at  hand  and  not  a 
God  afar  off?  Can  any  hide  him- 
self in  secret  places  that  I shall  not 
see  him  ? saith  the  Lord.  Do 
not  I fill  heaven  and  earth  ? saith 
the  Lord.  (Jeremiah  xxiii.  23,  24.) 

If  I ascend  up  into  heaven  thou 
art  there ; if  I make  my  bed  in  hell 
behold  thou  art  there.  If  I take 
the  wings  of  the  morning  and  dwell 
in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  sea, 
even  there  shall  thy  hand  lead  me. 
(Psalm  cxxxix.  8,  9, 10.) 
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Ether 

God 

Attribute. 

Reference. 

is 

is 

Eternal 

Before  the  mountains  were  brought 
forth,  or  ever  thou  hadst  formed 
the  earth  and  the  world,  even  from 
everlasting  to  everlasting  thou  art 
God.  (Psalm  xc.  2.) 

A thousand  years  in  thy  sight  are 
but  as  yesterday  when  it  is  past,  and 
as  a watch  in  the  night.  (Psalm  xc.  4) 

One  day  is  with  the  Lord  as  a 
thousand  years,  and  a thousand 
years  as  one  day.  (2  Peter  iii.  8.) 

His  Kingdom  is  an  everlasting 
Kingdom,  and  his  dominion  from 
generation  to  generation.  (Daniel 
iv.  3,  35>  36-) 

is 

is 

Unchangeable 

With  whom  there  is  no  variable- 
ness, neither  shadow  of  turning. 
(James  i.  17.) 

Of  old  thou  hast  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  the  earth  ; and  the  heavens 
are  the  work  of  thy  hands.  They 
shall  perish  but  thou  shale  endure  ; 
yea  all  of  them  shall  wax  old  like  a 
garment ; as  a vesture  shalt  thou 
change  them  and  they  shall  be 
changed ; but  thou  art  the  same 
and  thy  years  shall  have  no  end. 
(Psalm  cii.  25,  26,  27.) 
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Ether 

God 

Attribute. 

Reference. 

t 

is 

Omniscient 

There  is  not  a word  in  my  tongue 
but,  lo,  0 Lord,  thou  knowest  it 
altogether.  (Psalm  cxxxix.  4.) 

Yea  the  darkness  hideth  not  from 
thee  but  the  night  shineth  as  the 
day ; the  darkness  and  the  light  are 
both  alike  to  thee.  (Psalm  cxxxix. 
12.) 

is 

Prescient 

Thine  eyes  did  see  my  substance 
yet  being  imperfect  and  in  thy  book 
all  my  members  were  written  which 
in  continuance  were  fashioned  when 
as  yet  there  was  none  of  them. 
(Psalm  cxxxix.  16.) 

is 

Omnipotent 

The  Word  was  God.  All  things 
were  made  by  him  j and  without 
him  was  not  anything  made  that 
was  made.  (John  i.  i,  3.) 

He  doeth  according  to  His  will  in 
the  army  of  heaven  and  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth ; and  none 
can  stay  his  hand  or  say  unto  him 
What  doest  thou  ? (Daniel  iv.  35.) 
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Compare  also  Romans  ix.  21. 
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